
 NORTHLAND SCHOOL DIVISION 
 REGULAR BOARD MEETING NO. 24-05 

 AGENDA 

 Loca�on: River Cree Resort 
 Room: Strongwoods Room 

 Zoom: 

 Mee�ng ID: 
 Passcode: 

 Phone:  1 (587) 328-1099 

 Date:  Saturday, May 11, 2024  Time:  9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

 If you would like to join the public mee�ng, please contact Media Rela�ons Manager Cur�s 
 Walty at 780-624-2060, ext. 6183 or   cur�s.walty@nsd61.ca  . 

 Note: If the agenda is ahead of schedule, items will be moved up. 

 A  .  CALL TO ORDER 
 No.  Title  Responsible  Ac�on  Page No. 

 1.  Recogni�on of Tradi�onal Lands  Chair Guild  - 

 2.  Opening Prayer, Cultural Reflec�on or 
 Reflec�on 

 Trustee  - 

 3.  Adop�on of Agenda  All  Mo�on  - 
 4.  Closed Session  All  Mo�on  - 

 B.  BUSINESS ARISING FROM CLOSED SESSION 

 C.  BOARD MATTERS 

 D  .  MINUTES 
 No.  Title  Responsible  Ac�on  Page No. 
 1.  April 19, 2024 Regular Board Mee�ng 

 Minutes 
 All  Mo�on  04 

 2.  Board Ac�on Items  Superintendent Johnson  Informa�on  13 

 E.  BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 



 NORTHLAND SCHOOL DIVISION 
 REGULAR BOARD MEETING NO. 24-05 

 AGENDA 

 F.  CONSENT AGENDA 
 No.  Title  Responsible  Ac�on  Page 

 No. 
 1.  Board Chair Report  Chair Guild  Informa�on  16 
 2.  Superintendent of Schools Report  Superintendent Johnson  Informa�on  17 
 3.  Trustee Ac�vity, Commi�ee and/or Board 

 Representa�ve/Associa�on Reports 
 Trustees  Informa�on  - 

 G.  ACTION ITEMS 
 No.  Title  Responsible  Ac�on  Page No. 

 1.  Monthly Financial Report  Secretary-Treasurer Glaudemans  Informa�on  19 

 2.  Student Engagement, A�endance & 
 Comple�on Report 

 Associate Superintendent Owens  Informa�on  21 

 3.  Monthly Enrollment Report  Superintendent Johnson  Informa�on  26 

 4.  Policy 3 Role of a Trustee  Chair Guild  Mo�on  28 

 5.  Policy 10 Policy Making  Chair Guild  Mo�on  32 

 6.  Policy 20 Teacher Housing  Chair Guild  Mo�on  37 

 7.  Policy 21 Community Voice and 
 Community Engagement 

 Chair Guild  Mo�on  39 

 8.  Spring Final Budget  Secretary-Treasurer Glaudemans  Mo�on  46 

 9.  Year End Auditors  Secretary-Treasurer Glaudemans  Mo�on  47 

 10.  ASBA Budget and Bylaws Bulle�n  Chair Guild  Mo�on  48 

 11.  PSBAA Membership  Chair Guild  Mo�on  49 

 12.  Mistassiniy School Grand Opening  Superintendent Johnson  Mo�on  50 

 13.  2024-2027 Educa�on Plan  Deputy Superintendent Meunier  Mo�on  51 

 14.  Northland Online School Programming  Superintendent Johnson  Mo�on  65 

 15.  Grade Level Programming Changes 
 ●  Bishop Routhier School 
 ●  Hillview School 
 ●  Gi� Lake School 
 ●  Grouard School 

 Superintendent Johnson  Mo�on  66 

 16.  Disposi�on of Fort McKay School  Superintendent Johnson  Informa�on  67 

 17.  2024-2025 Board Work Plan  Superintendent Johnson  Mo�on  69 

 18.  Pelican Mountain School Closure  Superintendent Johnson  Mo�on  74 



 NORTHLAND SCHOOL DIVISION 
 REGULAR BOARD MEETING NO. 24-05 

 AGENDA 

 H.  MONITORING REPORTS 
 No.  Title  Responsible  Ac�on  Page 

 No. 
 1.  Awards/Celebra�ons/Presenta�ons 

 ●  Jigsaw Learning 
 Superintendent Johnson/Associate 
 Superintendent Owens 

 Informa�on  - 

 2.  Board Chair Highlights  Chair Guild  Informa�on  82 
 3.  Superintendent Highlights  Superintendent Johnson  Informa�on  85 

 4.  Deputy/Associate Superintendents 
 Report 

 Deputy Superintendent Meunier  Informa�on  106 

 5.  OH&S Report  Associate Superintendent Veitch  Informa�on  109 

 I.  PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION 
 No.  Title  Responsible 
 1. 
 2. 

 J.  ADJOURNMENT & CLOSING CULTURAL REFLECTION 
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�klmno�pqr�stsu�vwxyozm�{|zm}�~ww��x�~n�y�w�� ��zxw�����|�����

Page 12 of 111



���������	�
������	��
������������������������������������������ �������� !��"�� #$���$� �!������%�&�''(�)*)+��$#�%,���!��&�� ��-.�/0123024�
567892:72;72:�0<�
=100.3��$#�>�?��� �@0-8;��=A02��:7B3�� �"� �C?�D$E�������?�%�C�$�� �@0-8;��=A02��:7B3��,C"� %��,�C�,��%���FG��HIJK��LMHN�,OGPQ�JGRHJO�FIQ�SGGN�JGLGTUGK�IQ�TNVHJPIMHN�INK�WXGKY��ZZZZZZZZZZZZZ����?[\ �#C!��� ,$[��C�]&$,$��

Page 13 of 111



���������	
�����	�������������� �������������� ������� �!� ���� ��"��# !��$ �%������ &���%� �'���

�()�*�+,-�+.+/0�1( ���01( ����()�*�23-�+.+/0��4�+-�+.+/
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>E??F� �ZZ� �[L� �[L� �[U� �[U� �[U� �[U� �[U� �[I��iBWC=WWB;BD�
>E??F� �#(#� �VSV� �V\J� �V\L� �V\L� �V\T� �V\K� �VKI� �VK[���?QCEF=;O��;FB;Y�
>E??F� �1R� �TT� �[\� �[J� �L\� �L\� �L[� �LI� �US��_=OOFY�_Q=BQBY�
>E??F� �RRd� �\\[� �\\U� �\SK� �\S\� �\S[� �\SU� �\SL� �\SL��_YFB>=;�i?A;C=B;�
>E??F� �1� �V� �S� �S� �S� �V� �V� �V� �V��
Cc��EYQYW=�
>E??F� �(Zd� �S[T� �S[U� �S[J� �SLK� �S[J� �S[I� �S[I� �S[T��
AW=��QYŶ�
>E??F� �(Z� �SL� �SL� �SU� �SI� �SI� �SU� �VK� �VK��jkjlm��nopq��noor��noqp��nrnn��nrsr��nrts��nrtn��nrtu��nrtv�
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The role of the Trustee is to contribute to the Board as it carries out its mandate in order to 

achieve its vision, core purpose and goals. The Oath of Office taken by each trustee when s/he 

assumes office binds that person to work diligently and faithfully in the cause of public 

education. The Board of Trustees is a corporation. The decisions of the Board in a properly 

constituted meeting are those of the corporation. Individual trustees exercise an effective 

decision-making role in the context of corporate action. 

 

A Trustee only has authority when so delegated by a motion of the Board. In such cases, the 

actions of the trustee are those of the Board, which is then responsible for them. A trustee 

acting individually has only the authority and status of any other citizen of the Division. 

Individual trustees do not have the authority to direct the Division’s Administration and staff. 

Trustees shall also carry out their responsibilities diligently as detailed in Policy 4 Trustee Code 

of Conduct. 

 

SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITIES OF INDIVIDUAL TRUSTEES 

1. Recognize his/her fiduciary responsibility to the Division to act in the best interests of all 

students of the Division, understanding that Division needs are paramount. 

2. Recognize and model the leadership role of a Trustee, including areas such as 

knowledge of governance, education promising practices, use of technology and 

independence. 

3. When attending to business matters outside of the Division, represent the Division’s 

best interests. 

4. Become familiar with Division policies and procedures, meeting agendas and reports in 

order to participate in Board business and effectively interact with individuals. 

5. Ensure opportunities are provided for the engagement of parents, students and the 

community in matters related to education. 

6. Respectfully bring forward and advocate for school community issues and concerns. 

7. Refer matters not covered by Board policy, but requiring a corporate decision, to the 

Board for discussion. 

8. Refer concerns about individuals and administrative matters to the Superintendent or 

Associate Superintendent only. 

9. Deal with complaints or inquiries as per Policy 3 Appendix B Trustee and Administration 

Working Relationships Guidelines. 

10. Keep the Superintendent/Associate Superintendent and the Board informed in a timely 

manner of all matters coming to his/her attention that might affect the Division. 

10.1. Personnel matters are to be brought to the attention of the Superintendent 

or Associate Superintendent only. 
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10.2. Inform the Chair of sensitive issues in a timely manner so they can ensure the 

information gets into the proper process(s) so that all Trustees, the 

Superintendent and others are informed as needed. 

11. See also Policy 2 Appendix D Board and Superintendent Communication Guidelines. 

12. Attend Board meetings, and Committee meetings as assigned, having read all materials 

and be prepared to participate in and contribute to the decisions of the Board in order 

to help ensure the best decisions possible for education within the Division. 

13. Inform the Chair and Executive Administrative Assistant to Corporate Services if unable 

to attend a meeting and/or committee meeting so an alternate can be arranged and 

briefed. 

14. When delegated responsibility, will exercise such authority within the defined terms of 

reference in a responsible and effective way. 

15. All Trustees are expected to attend all aspects of the orientation program. 

16. Participate in Board/Trustee development sessions. 

17. Be cognizant of provincial, national and international educational issues and trends. 

18. Share the materials and ideas gained with fellow Trustees at a Board meeting following 

a Trustee development activity. 

19. Strive to develop positive and respectful learning and working culture within the Board 

and with school councils. 

20. Be mindful of costs and help ensure the Board stays within its own budget. 

21. Ward responsibilities include: 

21.1. Develop and nurture effective two-way communication with school councils 

and school community(s). See also Policy 3 Appendix B Trustee and 

Administration Working Relationships Guidelines. 

21.2. Attend school council meetings as possible, when invited. 

21.3. Attend Ward Council meetings. 

21.4. Attend school activities, including graduations as realistically as possible. 

21.5. Maintain good relationships with other organizations in your Ward toward 

the goal of enhancing the success of students. 

22.   Attend Division functions/events as regularly as possible. 

23.  Become familiar with, and adhere to, the Education Act and Trustee Code of Conduct. 

24. Report any violation of the Trustee Code of Conduct to the Board Chair, or where 

applicable, to the Vice-Chair. 

25. Incumbent Trustees are encouraged to help newly elected Trustees become informed 

about history, functions, policies, procedures, trends/challenges and successes. 
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26. Ensure a good knowledge and understanding of First Nations, Métis and Inuit 

perspectives, experiences and contributions throughout history; such as treaties and the 

history and legacy of residential schools. 

27. Develop and increase technology skills and knowledge to enhance communication, cost 

efficiencies, environmental stewardship and leadership skills. 

28. The interest of the Division is paramount to all other interests 

29. Any honoraria or expense claim monies owing to the trustee will be retained until all 

equipment has been returned to the Division; if a balance is owed, the trustee will be 

invoiced. 

30. Develop positive and respectful learning and working relationships within the Board and 

the Division. 

31. Do not disclose or share information outside of the Corporate Board unless permission 

has been given by the Board Chair.  Confidential information discussion between 

trustees in the ordinary course of board meetings should not be shared outside board 

discussion.  To be clear, the Board Chair and Vice Chair may share information for Board 

and operational purposes with the Superintendent or designate or others as necessary. 

32. Resolve differences constructively and in the best interests of the Division 

33. Declare all and any pecuniary conflicts of interest between personal life and/or business 

interests and the trustee’s position on the board. 

34. Maintain the integrity of the trustees, the Board as a whole and employees 

35. Respect confidentially of discussions that take place in closed sessions 

36. No trustee shall take any steps to cause harm to the Corporate Board and or Division. 

 

 

 
Legal Reference: Section 33, 34, 51, 52, 53, 64, 67, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 222 Education Act 

Section 16, Notaries and Commissioners Act 
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Page 45 of 111



���������	�
������	��
����������������������������������������������������� ����� �!"#��$��"%&���&� �#!���� �'!(�))*�+,+-��&% '.���#� (�� �/0123�452678923:;�
8<=8>2=?@�=82:6=8=���".A.B!��"���&% C�D��� �EFEG@EFEH�
I=J3K�LJ325�M67K8>��"�$�"�BD�N&O�� �P05J<?�E�@��058�0Q�>18�M02=7��!��!D�'�B�&�� �EFEG@EFEH�
I=J3K�LJ325�M67K8>��"�D�''�B#!�.�B�����!��RST� UVWX�UY��WZ[RTT[�V\\WU]T�RST�+,+-̂+,+_�&\Ẁab�$̀aVc� ZXbTR*�V[�\WT[TaRTXd��eeeeeeeeeeeee�� !DfA"�%B#����18�EFEG@EFEH�
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 Northland School Division 2024-2027 
 Education Plan 
 Vision 
 Our students love to come to school in Northland. 

 Commitment 
 To inspire students to be the best they can be by providing outstanding holistic educational 
 opportunities with amazing staff and strong partnerships with families and communities. 

 Values 

 Courage – Sohkeyihtamowin – Nëtłëth 
 To have the power of strong will and 
 character to face adversity.  To never give up, 
 to persevere.  Courage is the ability to face 
 danger, fear or changes with confidence and 
 bravery. 

 Wisdom – Iyinisowin - Hųya 
 To have a deep and comprehensive 
 understanding of the spiritual, mental, 
 physical and emotional aspects of being. 
 Wisdom is the ability to make decisions that 
 balance all aspects of being. 

 Humility – Tapahteyimowin - 
 Ėdënëschapile 
 Never to think that we are more important 
 than anyone else. Freedom from pride and 
 arrogance.  Humility is being humble. 

 Truth – Tapewewin – Ełtth’iyati 
 The act of telling the truth. Truth is to know 
 and understand all that the seven teachings 
 have been given to us by the Creator and to 
 remain faithful to them. 

 Honesty - Kwayaskyesihcikewinihk – 
 Wałs’I zile 
 To do things in an upfront and upright 
 manner. Honesty is speaking and acting 
 truthfully, and thereby remaining morally 
 upright. 

 Love - Sakeyihtowin - Neghąnestą 
 Expression of love, intense feeling of deep 
 affection. Love must be unconditional. 

 Respect - Pakakatisowin - Boriłcha 
 The basic law of life is to respect all people at all times. Special respect is given to elders and 
 parents. Show respect to all of nature, every living thing. Respect is the condition of being 
 honored. 
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 Overview 
 In the past year, the Northland School Division has sought out community voices about the 
 future of learning in our schools. The call from parents, community members, staff, and students 
 was clear: We want to see school experiences that grow the connection between our schools 
 and the lands upon which we learn. In short, we want schools reflecting who we are and where 
 we come from. 

 This call aligns with the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s  Calls to Action  , which identify 
 actions to dismantle the legacy of residential schools in Canada. Actions 62 and 63 specifically 
 require educational authorities to develop curriculum and resources that address Aboriginal 
 peoples in Canadian history, their contributions to Canada, Treaties, and the history and legacy 
 of residential schools. 

 This 3-Year Education Plan is a direct response to what the Board and Administration heard 
 from communities. Through connections to the land and language, a wide range of holistic 
 learning opportunities, invested staff, and excellent resources, we aim to ensure that every 
 Northland student can thrive in every stage of their learning journey, honoring the spirit intended 
 by all our relations who have come before. 

 2  Northland School Division 2024-2027 Education  Plan  Year 1 of 3 
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 Image: Visual Representation of The 2024-2027 Northland School Division Education Plan 
 Priorities 

 3  Northland School Division 2024-2027 Education  Plan  Year 1 of 3 
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 Accountability Statement 
 The Education Plan for The Northland School Division commencing August 28, 2024 was 
 prepared under the direction of the Board of Trustees in accordance with the responsibilities 
 under the  Education Act  and the  Sustainable Fiscal  Planning and Reporting Act  . This plan was 
 developed in the context of the provincial government’s business and fiscal plans. The Board 
 has used its performance results to develop the plan and is committed to implementing the 
 strategies contained within the plan to improve student learning and results. 
 The Board approved the 2024-2027 Education Plan on May 11, 2024. 

 Building and Refining the Education Plan 
 Student, parent, staff, community and Trustee perspectives inform the development of this 
 education plan. In 2011, then Minister of Education Dave Hancock named a community-based 
 team to provide strategic advice, direction, and leadership in securing community engagement 
 in the Northland School Division. The work of the Northland Community Engagement Team's 
 (NCET) laid out a clear framework for community engagement focused on supporting a “Kids 
 First” approach to education planning. 

 During the 2023-24 school year, the administration of the Northland School Division engaged 
 stakeholders in its most recent community engagement events and heard from each school in 
 the division in the following ways: 

 ●  20 community engagement events where we heard the voices of nearly 1000 members 
 of the Northland School Division family of stakeholders 

 ●  School-based communication sharing how every school strives to achieve the outcomes 
 of the previous education plan 

 ●  Alberta Education Assurance surveys 
 ●  School-Based Leadership Meetings (principals, assistant principals) 
 ●  Central Office team members 
 ●  The Board of Trustees Education Planning and Reporting Subcommittee, and 
 ●  The Senior Leadership Team 

 For more information about the Northland School Division Community Engagement Framework 
 information the Division’s approach to community engagement then and now, please visit 
 https://www.nsd61.ca/about-us  . 

 4  Northland School Division 2024-2027 Education  Plan  Year 1 of 3 
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 System and School Data 
 The  Northland School Division Board of Trustees also access the following sources information 
 to inform the education planning process: 

 ●  Alberta Education Assurance Surveys 
 ●  Division-wide survey events (i.e. OurSchool Surveys, Employee Satisfaction Surveys, 

 etc.) 
 ●  Attendance rates 
 ●  Budget-Actual comparisons 
 ●  Feedback collected from employees 
 ●  High school completion rates 
 ●  Leadership development opportunities and feedback 
 ●  Professional learning offerings, evaluations and feedback 
 ●  Provincial achievement test and diploma examination achievement of standards for each 

 of: English Language Arts; Mathematics; Sciences and Social Studies (when available) 
 ●  Provincial Literacy and Mathematics assessments K - 4 
 ●  Requests for support from schools and school-based leaders 
 ●  School-based education plans and reports 
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 Priority 1 - Connections Supporting Reconciliation 
 In each year of this plan, The Northland School Division students and staff members will 
 increase and strengthen visible connections to land, Indigenous languages, school communities 
 and collaborative partnerships. 

 Key Outcomes and Strategies  Key Measures 

 Student learning and well-being are rooted 
 in connections to the land, Indigenous 
 languages, and the greater school 
 community 

 ●  Every school identifies a commitment 
 to teach from the land 

 ●  Establish Land-Based Learning 
 Committee for the Division led by LBL 
 Pedagogical Supervisor 

 ●  Every school identifies a commitment 
 to infusing Indigenous language 
 learning in the learning space 

 ○  Schools normalize Indigenous 
 Language Signage and 
 Imagery 

 ○  Establish an 
 Elder-in-Residence Program 
 for each school 

 ●  Establish a Superintendent’s Youth 
 Council for gathering and listening to 
 student voice to inform school and 
 system actions 

 ●  Establish local Indigenous Elders 
 Advisory groups/councils to advance 
 strategic actions in support of 
 Indigenous student achievement and 
 well-being 

 ●  Offer learning opportunities to connect 
 Elders, Knowledge Keepers and 
 Indigenous educators with NSD staff 
 members 

 ●  Make Community Liaison Workers 
 available for all schools to grow 
 connections between school and 
 community 

 ●  Apply NSD  Community Engagement 
 Framework  as the basis for 
 connecting with community as part of 
 the process of continuous 
 improvement 

 Provincial Measures 
 ●  Parental Involvement 
 ●  Satisfaction with Program Access 

 (Supplemental) 

 Local Measures 
 ●  School commitments to land-based 

 learning 
 ●  Establishment of Land-Based 

 Learning Committees in each school 
 ●  School commitments to infusing 

 Indigenous language learning in 
 learning spaces 

 ●  Superintendent’s Youth Council 
 ○  Participation rate 
 ○  Student voice feedback 
 ○  Student council establishment 

 ●  Elder-in-Residence Program at each 
 school 

 ●  Establishment of local Elder Advisory 
 Council 

 ●  Number of learning opportunities 
 connecting Elders, Knowledge 
 Keepers and Indigenous educators 
 with NSD staff members 

 ●  Every school has a  community liaison 
 worker 
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 Students are able to access language and 
 cultural learning supporting their 
 well-being 

 ●  Every school identifies a specific 
 commitment to the implementation of 
 the Truth and Reconciliation 
 Commission  Calls to Action 

 ●  Ensure every school’s language 
 instructors have… 

 ●  Provide professional learning to 
 support NSD staff to acquire and 
 apply foundational knowledge about 
 First Nations, Métis and Inuit for the 
 benefit of all students (Centre for 
 Excellence) 

 Provincial Measures 
 ●  N/A 

 Local Measures 
 ●  Every school has a visible 

 commitment to Truth and 
 Reconciliation 

 ●  Establish professional learning to 
 support NSD staff to acquire and 
 apply foundational knowledge about 
 First Nations, Métis and Inuit for the 
 benefit of all students (Centre for 
 Excellence) 

 Students have multiple pathways to high 
 school completion including those made 
 available through collaborative 
 school-community partnerships 

 ●  High Schools coordinate course 
 offerings to ensure sufficient 
 availability of all core courses 
 throughout the timetable to any 
 Northland student 

 ●  Expand the Northland Online School 
 to offer Grade 12 

 ●  Ensure students in the Northland 
 Online School can access secure 
 exam writing centers during key 
 examination periods 

 ●  Establish/Enhance partnerships with 
 post-secondary and industry in 
 support of program access to dual 
 credit and exploratory pathways 
 opportunities (which may include 
 Collegiate school models where 
 feasible) 

 ●  Strengthen students’ access to 
 community programs and services 
 during non-instructional hours 

 ●  Implement system-wide processes, 
 tools, and practices to improve 
 partnership management 

 Provincial Measures 
 ●  Diploma Examination Participation 

 (Supplemental) 
 ●  Program of Studies (Supplemental) 
 ●  6-Year Transition Rate (Supplemental) 

 Local Measures 
 ●  Coordinated high school course 

 offerings (Common Schedule) 
 ●  Complete the Northland Online 

 School’s high school course offerings 
 ●  Number of students registered in dual 

 credit courses, off-campus, 
 apprenticeship opportunities or 
 number of students participating in 
 exploratory pathways 

 ●  Number of HS Credits Earned 
 ●  Feasibility study regarding 

 opportunities to establish Collegiate 
 schools 

 ●  Creation of a Partnership Database 
 ●  Provision of  School-Community 

 Liaison Workers t  o support students to 
 complete high school 

 ●  Attendance data (Measure of 
 Engagement) 
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 Priority 2 - Holistic Learning 
 In each year of this plan, each child enrolled in a Northland School Division school will 
 demonstrate excellent literacy and numeracy skills as well as a solid foundation in 
 social-emotional skills. 

 Key Outcomes and Strategies  Key Measures 

 Students are supported to experience 
 improved achievement and well-being 

 ●  Establish a division committee to 
 develop a student well-being 
 framework 

 ●  Shift to a Collaborative Response 
 Model (CRM) to increase universal 
 and some targeted responses to 
 student needs at the school level 

 ○  Train school staff members to 
 support a CRM 

 ●  Track, monitor and identify planned 
 actions in schools to support student 
 progress to achieving high school 
 completion 

 ●  System-wide implementation of 
 strategies to advance anti-racism, 
 diversity and inclusion 

 ●  Continued advancement of 
 assessment practices aligned to K- 12 
 Assessment and Reporting in NSD 

 ●  Enhance system wide support for 
 certificated staff members to create 
 and implement meaningful 
 Individualized Program Plan (IPP) 
 goals, supports and accommodations 

 ●  Enhance system and school-based 
 collection and use of student data to 
 monitor achievement and well-being 
 for all students (including when and 
 why to create IPPs) 

 Provincial Measures 
 ●  Student Learning Engagement 
 ●  Provincial Achievement Tests - 

 Acceptable and Excellence 
 ●  Diploma Examination - Acceptable 

 and Excellence 
 ●  FNMI High School Completion Rate 
 ●  Work Preparation (Supplemental) 
 ●  Drop Out Rate (Supplemental) 

 Local Measures 
 ●  Division committees to support 

 framework development for literacy, 
 numeracy, community engagement, 
 and student wellbeing are established 

 ○  Reading Readiness Screening 
 Tool(?) 

 ○  MyLexia (Literacy) and 
 Symphony Math (Numeracy) 
 assessments 

 ○  LeNs and CC3 Literacy 
 Assessments (Gr. 1-4) 

 ○  Numeracy Assessments (Gr. 
 1-4) 

 ●  IPP Goal achievement 
 ●  Number of Credits Earned 
 ●  OurSCHOOL Survey 
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 Students achieve excellence in literacy 
 and numeracy 

 ●  System-wide implementation of NSD 
 Literacy and Numeracy Frameworks 
 (environments, teaching practices, 
 assessment practices) 

 ○  In year 1, establish a division 
 committee to develop the 
 frameworks 

 ●  Implementation of new English 
 Language Arts and Literature 
 curriculum 

 ●  Implementation of new Mathematics 
 curriculum 

 Assessment practices consider the whole 
 child’s experience in school 

 ●  Enhance supports for student intake 
 to ensure timely assessment of 
 learning needs 

 ●  Enhance support for student transition 
 between grades 

 ●  Offer course options in summer for 
 students requiring extra support to 
 succeed 

 ●  Guide students to achieve acceptable 
 and excellent performance on 
 Provincial Achievement Tests (PATs) 

 ●  Guide students to target diploma-level 
 courses in all core subjects 

 ○  Increase supports for students 
 to content in 30-level 
 Mathematics and Science 
 diploma courses 
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 Priority 3 - Excellent People Supporting Students 
 In each year of this plan, The Northland School Division will attract and retain invested staff 
 members and empowered leaders by ensuring access to a range of lifelong learning 
 opportunities, high quality resources, excellent teacher lodging, and comprehensive 
 remuneration and benefits. 

 Key Outcomes and Strategies  Key Measures 

 All staff members are supported to be well 
 so they can in turn support our students 
 effectively. 

 ●  Offer staff members orientation 
 meetings with community 

 ●  Training for Education Assistants to 
 build their capacity to support 
 teaching staff 

 ●  Build and enhance access to staff 
 supports specific to well-being 
 networks, employee benefits, and 
 actions that enhance staff agency in a 
 culture of well-being 

 Provincial Measures 
 ●  Education Quality 
 ●  Welcoming, Caring, Respectful, and 

 Safe Learning Environments 
 (WCRSLE) 

 ●  Lifelong Learning (Supplemental) 
 ●  School Improvement (Supplemental) 
 ●  In-Service Jurisdiction Needs 

 (Supplemental) 

 Local Measures 
 ●  Establishment of staff/community 

 orientation offerings 
 ●  Number of Educational Assistant 

 training opportunities 
 ●  Number of staff training opportunities 

 building skills in applying instructional 
 technologies 

 ●  Number of TQS, LQS and SLQS 
 certified Leadership Candidates 
 across the division 

 ●  Number of TQS, LQS and SLQS 
 holding or pursuing Indigenous 
 Leadership Candidates across the 
 Division 

 ●  Number of participants in Division 
 leadership development programs 

 ●  Number of recruitment events 
 attended by central office staff 

 ●  Establishment of Learning Coach 
 positions supporting all areas of 
 learning 

 ●  Staff satisfaction survey 
 ○  General employee satisfaction 
 ○  Feedback about professional 

 learning 
 ○  Housing satisfaction survey 

 All staff members of the NSD are invested, 
 empowered and trained to support 
 student and system success 

 ●  Training all staff to use properly use 
 technologies required to deliver 
 programming 

 ●  Communicate Division commitment to 
 support staff members to earn 
 Teaching, Leadership and 
 Superintendent Leadership Quality 
 Standards (TQS, LQS, and SLQS) 

 ●  Enhance support specifically for the 
 development of Indigenous school 
 and system leaders 

 ○  Resource -  Werklund School 
 of Education Indigenous 
 Education certification 
 program 

 ●  Develop plan and allocate funding to 
 recruitment and retain staff 

 ●  Develop plan to have Division staff 
 attend key career fairs 

 ●  Establish Learning Coach positions 
 dedicated to supporting staff in the 
 areas of: 

 ○  Literacy 
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 ○  Numeracy 
 ○  Athletics 
 ○  Land-Based Learning 
 ○  Engagement 

 ●  Design a continuum of leadership 
 development opportunities focused on 
 aspiring, new and continuing school 
 and central office leaders 

 ●  Enhance staff housing experience to 
 ensure lodging is welcoming, 
 spotless, and responsive to staff 
 member need throughout the year 
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 Priority 4 - Responsible Resourcing 
 In each year of this plan, The Northland School Division will maintain the highest standards of 
 equitable access to timely supports and school site infrastructure within a fiscally responsible 
 framework 

 Key Outcomes and Strategies  Key Measures 

 NSD optimizes available financial, human 
 and physical resources to ensure 
 equitable access to timely supports 

 ●  Ensure all decisions are fiscally 
 responsible 

 ●  Review programs, services and 
 supports to assess effectiveness, 
 efficiency and economy aligned with 
 allocated funding 

 ●  Strengthen and refine the use of 
 technology and tools to support 
 effective operations and advance 
 teaching practice 

 ●  Operations and maintenance are 
 aligned with funding, infrastructure 
 stability, and is consistent with 
 environmental obligations 

 Provincial Measures 
 ●  Access to Supports and Services 
 ●  Parental Involvement 
 ●  Budget-Actual Comparison 

 Local Measures 
 ●  Capital Plan project completion 
 ●  Information/Educational Technology 

 project completion 
 ●  Audit results 
 ●  Number of partnerships with external 

 organizations supporting division 
 programming 

 NSD identifies opportunities to partner 
 with external entities that can offer 
 specialized resources supportive of 
 students’ thriving 

 ●  Establish partnerships with community 
 agencies, post-secondary and 
 industry in support of division 
 programming 
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Education Deputy Minister 

7'h Floor, Commerce Place 

10155 - 102 Street 

Edmonton Alberta T5J 4L5 

Canada 

Telephone 780-427-3659 

www.alberta.ca 

AR 121113 

April 19, 2024 

Mr. Cal Johnson 
Superintendent of Schools 
Northland School Division 
9809 - 77 Avenue 
Peace River AB T8S 1 C9 

Subject: Disposition of Fort McKay School 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

I am writing to you regarding Northland School Division's request to dispose of the Fort McKay School 
land, building, and furniture to the Fort McKay Land Stewardship Society. Since my approval on behalf of 
the Honourable Demetrios Nicolaides, Minister of Education, was sent to your division in 
September 2023, it has come to my attention that a letter is required for Land Titles to transfer the 
property. 

On behalf of Minister Nicolaides, I am pleased to inform you that in accordance with Section 192 of the 
Education Act, Northland School Division's request to transfer the property legally described as 
Plan 9623087, portions of Lot 6, and Lot 7, and owned by your division, to the Fort McKay Land 
Stewardship Society for the nominal sum of $1 is approved. 

In disposing of the property, please ensure your division complies with Disposition of Property Regulation 
AR 86/2019. Your division is responsible for ensuring that the final agreement, at a minimum, releases 
the school board from any obligation or liability regarding the property after the transfer of ownership and 
indemnifies the school board from any future liabilities related to any condition of the property. 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact Nebiyu Kedir, acting Manager, Capital 
Planning North, at nebiyu.kedir@gov.ab.ca or 780-638-3211 (toll free by first dialing 310-0000). 

I wish your division success with this transfer. 

Yours truly, 

Lora Pillipow 
Deputy Minister 

Classification: Protected A 

APR 2 5 2024 
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Cheryl Osmond <cheryl.osmond@nsd61.ca>

Fwd: Enhancing Student Learning with New Dual Credit Programs in Alberta
1 message

Robin Guild <ward7@nsd61.ca> Thu, Apr 18, 2024 at 5:00 PM
To: Cal Johnson <cal.johnson@nsd61.ca>, Cheryl Osmond <cheryl.osmond@nsd61.ca>

FYI 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Bonnyville-Cold Lake-St. Paul <Bonnyville.ColdLake.StPaul@assembly.ab.ca>
Date: Thu, Apr 18, 2024, 3:55 PM
Subject: Enhancing Student Learning with New Dual Credit Programs in Alberta
To: Robin Guild <ward7@nsd61.ca>

Dear Board Chair Guild,

I am pleased to share an exciting update from the Government of Alberta that presents a significant opportunity for the
students within our constituency. As part of Budget 2024, our government is committed to enhancing the educational
landscape with a strong emphasis on hands-on, experiential learning through the expansion of dual credit programs.

For the 2024-25 school year, an investment of $4.45 million has been allocated to assist school authorities in offering
more dual credit opportunities to students in grades 10 through 12. These programs are designed to allow students to
earn both high school and post-secondary credits, paving the way for a seamless transition into higher education and
various career paths.

Furthermore, recognizing the critical demand for skilled professionals in the health care sector, Alberta Health is
dedicating an additional $450,000 annually over the next three years to support health care aide dual credit grants. This
initiative is targeted at encouraging more young Albertans to enter this vital field, supporting our ongoing efforts in
healthcare system strengthening.

The range of dual credit courses includes, but is not limited to, various apprenticeships in sectors such as automotive,
carpentry, and health care, as well as academic courses like criminal justice studies and psychology. These programs not
only enhance educational outcomes but also equip students with the skills needed in today’s competitive job market.

To support the implementation of these programs, school authorities can apply for one of the following grants:

A Dual Credit Start-Up Grant of up to $50,000 to establish new dual credit offerings.
A Dual Credit Enhancement Grant of up to $100,000 to improve existing programs and facilities to meet or exceed
industry standards.

Applications for these grants are open until May 3, 2024, and I strongly encourage all school divisions within our
constituency to consider how these funds could be best utilized to benefit our students.

The success of dual credit programs is evident, with over 9,000 unique students participating since 2013 and a notable
increase in both enrollment and diversity of courses offered last year. By providing these pathways, we are not only
enhancing the educational experience but also contributing to a skilled and capable workforce ready to meet the demands
of Alberta’s growing economy.

You can learn more about the dual credit grants here. Should you have any questions or need further information on how
to apply for these grants, please do not hesitate to contact my office. We are here to support you in every step of the
process and look forward to seeing the positive impact these programs will have on our young learners.

Thank you for your continued dedication to education and for your role in preparing the next generation of Albertans for a
successful future.

Warm regards,

Scott Cyr, MLA
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COUNCILLOR JANE STROUD’S UPDATE 

           
Mayor Bowman and Council were busy at the Rural Municipalities Association 
Conference in March while meeting with Ministers regarding provincial concerns. 
Our first meeting was with the Minister of Health, Adrianna LaGrange. Mayor 
Bowman spoke in appreciation of the EMS dispatch centre; however, he noted the 
challenges in implementation and the unnecessary need for additional training and 
technology. Mayor Bowman asked about the status of potential Nurse Practitioner 
clinics in our region. The Minister encouraged the RMWB to reach out to the Nurse 
Practitioner Association and share that we are interested in having nurse 
practitioners set up in our region, particularly in our rural communities. RMWB Emergency Services 
previously brought forth a report and information on the need for a helipad in Conklin. Minister LaGrange 
asked for this information, as the Health Ministry is in the process of developing an EMS dispatch strategy.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In our meeting with the Minister of Education, Demetrios Nicolaides, Mayor Bowman, and Council advocated 
for a cost-of-living allowance for Conklin and Janvier. I presented the information from Tony 
Duguay, Principal of Conklin School who gave very solid reasons on the need. Minister Nicolaides indicated 
that he was open to reviewing the eligibility. 
 
With the Minister of Infrastructure, Honorable Pete Guthrie, Mayor Bowman began the conversation 
requesting the Willow Square parcel in Fort McMurray for an Aging in Place facility and wanting to see the 
Master Land Agreement concluded. At this same time, Mayor Bowman brought up the bridges on Highway 
881 and highway failures, although noting it is the responsibility of the Minister of Transportation and 
Economic Corridors. I spoke specifically about Morris and Surmount Creek bridge, the safety concerns 
related to Keyera and the province granting permits for upwards of 250 loads per day of sulphur travelling on 
Highway 881. The Minister indicated that he works regularly with Transportation and Economic Corridors, 
and that he would share the concerns with Minister Dreeshen. 
 
We also had the opportunity at the Ministers Forum to speak about Morris Creek bridge on Highway 881 and 
the number of accidents last year. Within the information addressed to Minister Dreeshen and Minister Wilson 
was the fact that there were 47 accidents on Highway 881 last year within the RMWB boundary, with 16 of 
them occuring on a 12 kilometre stretch between Anzac and Gregoire Lake Estates.  
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The information also noted that the Morris Creek bridge has been flooded out numerous times. At this same 
time, we were able to provide letters of support to Minister Dreeshen’s office, and both Minister Dreeshen 
and Minister Wilson were invited to visit Wood Buffalo. Mayor and Council, and members of the Traffic 
Working Group are very willing to show them the bridge to help highlight the concerns raised. 
 
 

  
 
Congratulations to Ruger Langton from Anzac School-Bill Woodward School. Ruger won one of only five 
Special Awards in the elementary awards category at the Wood Buffalo Regional Science Fair this past 
month. The definition for Ruger’s award is as follows: “WBEA Environmental Science Award:  A project that 
demonstrates an understanding of the impacts from human activities on the environment or on the other 
hand, the impacts from some environmental issues on human beings.” 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For any good deeds or concerns please contact Jane at 780-714-7627 or email jane.stroud@rmwb.ca 
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Board Meeting Highlights  
March 15, 2024 

Cal Johnson appointed Superintendent of Schools/CEO 
 
Northland School Division (NSD) is pleased to announce that Cal Johnson has been 
appointed the new Superintendent of Schools and Chief Executive Officer (CEO), 
effective March 15, 2024. The Board unanimously passed the motion during the 
March 15, 2024 Regular Board Meeting.  
 
Mr. Johnson brings 30 years of experience as an educator in three Canadian provinces. 
Since joining NSD in 2016, he has served as a Principal in Conklin and in Anzac, 
Associate Superintendent and Acting Superintendent of Schools/CEO.  
 
Cal holds a Master’s degree from the University of Calgary. He also earned a Bachelor 
of Physical Education and a Bachelor of Education, both with honours from the 
University of Manitoba.  

Click on the website link to view the entire news release: https://www.nsd61.ca/about-us/division-news/post/cal-
johnson-appointed-superintendent-of-schools-ceo.  

Community Engagement Feedback shared in a What We Heard Report 
 
From early November to the end of February, NSD hosted in person 
engagement sessions in all school communities with students, staff, parents 
and community members.  
 
The feedback collected was then organized into a What We Heard Report 
Overview, which was presented by Superintendent of Schools/CEO Cal Johnson 
to the Board.  
 
To view the What We Heard Report, click on the website link: 
https://www.nsd61.ca/download/444545.  
 
In addition, each school will be presenting a What We Heard Report to their 
students, staff, parents/guardians and community members.  
 
 

To view the Board Highlights in more detail visit https://www.nsd61.ca/about-us/division-news/post/november-
board-highlights. The next Regular Board Meeting is Friday, April 19, 2024.   
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Kid’s Talk

Rilynn Cardinal

“I would want
scales like a dragon,
because dragons are
my favourite animal.”

Brooke
Beauregard

“Fur, because it’s
fluffy.”

Justin Calitis

“I think I’d like the
dragon, the gills,
‘cause I like dino-
saurs.”

Hunter Doyle

“None, I want
super powers.”

Payson Gullion

“Dragon, ‘cause it’s
cool.”

“Would you rather have fur
like a wolf or scales like a

dragon? Why?”

Asked of Grade 1 students
at St. Theresa School in

Wabasca

Pearl Lorentzen

Lakeside Leader

After a six-year wait,
Kinuso students once
again had a chance to
explore Europe.

From March 26 to
April 7, Kinuso students
and adults travelled in
Germany, the Czech Re-
public, Switzerland, and
France.

“We usually try to do it
every two to three
years,” says Grant Fer-
guson, Kinuso School
education assistant who
organized the trip.

In 2018, Kinuso stu-
dents went to Italy. In
March 2020, they had
their bags packed to go
to Greece, but the trip
was cancelled because
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“The kids had a great
time,” says Ferguson.
“For a lot of them, it was
the first time out of the
country - the first time
on a plane.”

“The Berlin Wall was
definitely a highlight,”
says Ferguson.

The Dachau Concen-
tration Camp Memorial
Site was “heavy hitting,”
he adds. A highlight for
the students was a pal-
ace in Potsdam, Ger-
many.

Other stops of note
were the opportunity to
eat Czech food and
dance to Czech music in
Prague, and the
Brandenburg Gate in
Berlin, which was used

extensively in Nazi pro-
paganda.

The itinerary included
the following:

In Berlin, the students
went to Brandenburg
Gate, Kurfürstendamm,
the remains of the
Berlin Wall, and other
places.

In Potsdam, they vis-
ited a palace and
learned about the 1945
Potsdam Conference
which developed the
post-World War 2 Ger-
man administration.

In Dresden, highlights
were Semper Opera
House, Zwinger Palace,

and the Martin Luther
statue.

Prague highlights
were St. Vitus Cathe-
dral, John Lennon Wall
(peace memorial),
Charles Bridge, Old
Town Square, and a
Czech folklore experi-
ence.

In Munich, they went
to the Olympic Stadium
and took a ferry to
Herrenchiemsee Pal-
ace.

On the way from Mu-
nich to Lucerne, they
stopped at
Neuschwanstein Castle.

In Lucerne, Switzer-

land they did a walking
tour and cruise on the
Lake Lucerne.

In Paris, they went to
the Eiffel Tower and
other iconic locations,
including Versailles and
the Louvre.

Students or their par-
ents paid for their trip,
but the group as a whole
fundraised for trip jack-
ets, tips, and other as-
sorted costs.

Of the 35 people on the
trip, 26 were Grade 9 to
12 Kinuso School stu-
dents. The rest were
staff, parents, or grand-
parents.

Kinuso students explore Europe

Kinuso School students in Dresden, Germany. This was the first international field trip the school has had
since 2018. Photos courtesy of Kinuso School.

Kinuso School students Peyton Grayson and MacKenzie Moore at
Nymphenburg Palace in Munich Germany.
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M.D. of Lesser Slave River

Council notebook
April 10, 2024 meeting

Joe McWilliams

Lakeside Leader

New in P&D
Council was introduced to the newest M.D. employee, Samantha Dyck.

She’ll be helping out in planning and development, a field in which she has
considerable experience. Dick worked previously both for the Town of Slave
Lake and, more recently, for the County of Greenview doing the same type of
work.

“Welcome to the good side!” quipped Reeve Murray Kerik.
Dyck told council she has a certificate in land-use planning from the Uni-

versity of Alberta.
Later in the meeting, council passed a motion to formally appoint Dyck to

the position of planning and development officer.

Funding request for Smith School
Smith School Liaison Rebecca Weber appeared as a delegation, to ask the

M.D. for money to help pay for school field trips and such. It wasn’t clear how
much she was asking for, but she did tell council that the estimated cost of
bringing the students to a number of places and events for the school year
was $7,430. Busing is the biggest part of that amount.

Aspen View School Division, council heard, does not fund extra-curricular
activities.

“They don’t even fund a proper asphalt pad for outdoor sports,” said Coun-
cillor Nancy Sand.

Are there other sources of funds? asked Councillor Brad Pearson.
“We do some fundraising,” said Weber.
The M.D. already contributes about half the salary of the Weber’s position.

She made a point of thanking council for that.
“We sure do like the liaison program,” said Reeve Murray Kerik. “It

makes a big difference.”

Contractors vs. employees
This wasn’t on the agenda, but it came up in the course of discussion of an-

other item, and Councillor Pearson had some things to say about it. Noting
that the M.D. is getting a lot of its work done lately by contractors, rather
than regular employees, he said these people don’t appear on the M.D.’s or-
ganizational chart. He wonders how the cost is being dealt with,
budget-wise.

“These contract positions are filling a void,” he said, “but they’re not ac-
counted for in our org. structure. I’d like to keep the reins on this horse.”

Accordingly, Pearson made a motion to have administration draft a report
on contracted services.

His colleagues were less than enthusiastic.
“We approved the budget two weeks ago,” said Councillor Sandra Melzer.
This is day-to-day stuff, said Councillor Norm Seatter. “I don’t know that

we need a report.”
“All I’m asking for is to justify the expense,” said Pearson.
“It’s just adding tasks,” said Councillor Sand, adding that the expenses

will show up in the finance director’s monthly reports anyway.
“All I want to do is understand contracted services a bit more,” said

Pearson. “It’s unfortunate the people in this room don’t want to find out.”
Pearson’s motion was defeated.

IT upgrades
A recent review of the M.D.’s information technology capability found it

lacking in a number of respects. It turns out some equipment is getting old
and isn’t up to what’s required of it. So a report was worked up for council,
proposing upgrades to the tune of $38,000.

The biggest items on the shopping list are a pair of servers for $10,000 and
new phones, also a $10,000 cost.

The phone system at the main office is 15 years old, council heard. In
Flatbush it’s more like 30 years old. Transferring calls is an issue.

“It’s a no-brainer,” said Councillor Seatter. “We don’t want a server to
crash.”

Council approved the extra expenditure.

No love for industrial land study
This was one of three additions to the agenda by councillor Pearson. Re-

ferring to the recently completed industrial lands study – a joint project of
the M.D. and the Town of Slave Lake – he said, “as expected, very high in
price.”

What he’s heard, Pearson said, is that the town is now proposing to study
the matter further, costing even more money. He called it “a re-study on the
study.”

Pearson is not in favour of further M.D. participation.
“We have our own interests to look after here,” he said. “Throwing more

money at a study is pointless, in my view.”

Please see Page 8

Pearl Lorentzen

Lakeside Leader

Forest and wildlife
summit gave youth a
better understanding of
their own backyard.

Mistassiniy School in
Wabasca was one of only
20 schools in Alberta ac-
cepted to attend Regen-
erate Forest and Wild-
life Youth Summit from
March 7 to 10 in
Canmore, Alberta.

This was the 13th An-
nual Youth Environ-
mental Leadership
Summit organized by
Inside Education.

“I thought it would be
perfect with us living in
the boreal forest,” says
Mistassiniy teacher
Trisha Vadnais, who ap-
plied for the summit.

Vadnais and fellow
teacher Kylie Malo took
three students -
Shaznay Cardinal, Rylie
Buchanan, and Aliyah
Brule - to the confer-
ence. They were allowed
four students, but only
had space in their car for
five people.

“It was really great,”
says Brule. “My favour-
ite part was when we
danced.”

She also learned a lot
including how to shoot
bear spray and how to

identify trees and soil.
“I thought it was a re-

ally good opportunity to
learn about the out-
doors,” says Buchanan.

This was the third
year that Mistassiniy
has been able to attend
the conference. The first
time one was about agri-
culture. The second one
was about energy and
water.

“Each time, we try to
take different students,”
says Vandais.

Buchanan wanted to
go last year, but was too
young.

“She’s been waiting
over a year,” says Malo.

Another highlight for
the girls was connecting
with colleges and learn-
ing about careers in for-
estry.

“I’ve always been in-
terest in forestry and en-
vironmental stuff,” says
Buchannan.

“It is really a good ca-
reer,” agrees Brule.

In the past, the sum-
mit participants have
presented to the student
council about their expe-
rience. This year, the
idea is to go bigger.

“This one we’re shar-
ing with the whole
school,” says Vadnais.
“We’re wanting to con-
nect it to our own envi-

ronment.”
For Earth Day on

April 22, three
Mistassiniy students
and two teachers will be
presenting to the school
on what they learned
about the forest at a re-
cent youth summit.

Wabasca students
weren’t the only local
people at the summit.

The Lesser Slave
Lake Bird Observatory
presented at the confer-
ence on monitoring mi-
gratory birds in the bo-
real forest, says a news
release from Inside Ed-
ucation.

Participants learned
about science and
podcasting, forest hy-
drology (the way water
moves), went on an In-
digenous-led nature
walk, listened to keynote
speakers, took part in
networking, etc.

Experts included
Stephanie Leonard, en-
vironmental coordinator
from Caribou Patrol, El-
der Heather Poitras
from Northern Forestry
Centre, Jason Krips,
president and CEO of Al-
berta Forest Products
Association (AFPA) and
Government of
Alberta’s Minister of
Forestry and Parks,
Todd Loewen.

Wabasca students learn more
about the forest

Left to right, Shaznay Cardinal, Rylie Buchanan, and Aliyah Brule in Canmore.
They are high school students at Mistassiniy School in Wabasca. They were in
Canmore to attend the Regenerate Forest and Wildlife Youth Summit from
March 7 to 1. Their school was one of only 20 chosen to attend the conference.
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– Thursday, April 18, 2024PAGE 4 Environment Canada 
Weather Forecast 

Wabasca - Peerless Lake - Gift Lake - Red Earth Creek - Cadotte Lake 
April 4 to 7 

Thursday..Sunny. High plus 5. 
Thursday night..Clear. Low minus 11. 
Friday..Sunny. High 9. 
Friday night..Clear. Low minus 9. 
Saturday..Sunny. High 11. 
Saturday night..Clear. Low minus 5. 
Sunday..Sunny. High 16. 
Sunday night..Clear. Low minus 2. 
Monday..Sunny. High 15. 
Normals for the period..Low minus 2. High 11 
The highest temperature listed for Red Earth Creek for 
April 19, for the period 1995 to 2023 was +24.4 degrees 
C. in 2010 while the lowest was minus 13.4 in 2008.  Most 
snow on the ground on the same date occurred in 2018 
when there was 22.0 centimetres. 

Bigstone Community Wellness 
780-891-3777 Toll Free: 1-877-7060 Fax: 780-891-2015 
www.bigstonehealth.ca.    Find Us on Facebook!

Marianne Moberly sworn 
in as NSD Ward 2 Trustee  

 

     During the Northland School 
Division Board Meeting, Mari-
anne Moberly was officially 
sworn in as Ward 2 Trustee. 
     Marianne, raised in Susa 
Creek, was declared the new 
trustee for the ward by acclama-
tion on February 27, 2024.   
     As Ward 2 Trustee, Marianne 
will represent Susa Creek, which 
is located near Grande Cache. 
     Learn more about Marianne: 

https://www.nsd61.ca/ 
governance/board-of-trustees-2  

Isabella Shier, Constable Di Loreto having custody of some cookies and Rena Auger 
smile for the camera at the Wabasca Girl Guides Cookie Sale last week. 

Photo by Alexus St. Cyr 

The demolition of the former Mistassiny School in Wabasca has been delayed as the 
removal of hazardous abestos is carried out.                                Photo by Denis Carnochan
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– Thursday, April 18, 2024PAGE 6 SERVING THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF OPPORTUNITY

APPLY NOW FOR SEPTEMBER!

Return to high school with ease! This program provides readiness and career 
investigation, and prepares you to enter Academic Upgrading feeling confident.

This full-time, one-year program is delivered onsite at the following NLC campuses:

CHATEH    |   HIGH LEVEL   |  STONY POINT WABASCA
No application fee. Visit our online application page, select Integrated Foundation 
Pathways – Stepping Forward, and NLC will be in touch to help you complete the 

registration process.

NEED MORE INFORMATION?  
www.northernlakescollege.ca/

academic-upgrading

Integrated Foundational Pathways  –

STEPPING FORWARD

Cal Johnson  
appointed  
Superintendent 
of  Schools/CEO 

  

Northland School Division  
(NSD) is pleased to an-
nounce that Cal Johnson 
has been appointed the 
new Superintendent of 

Schools and Chief Executive Officer (CEO), effective 
March 15, 2024.  The Board unanimously passed the 
motion at its March 15, 2024 Regular Board Meeting. 

   

Mr. Johnson brings 30 years of experience as an 
educator in three Canadian provinces. Since joining 
NSD in 2016, he has served as a Principal in Conklin 
and in Anzac, Associate Superintendent and Acting 
Superintendent of Schools/CEO.  

  

Cal holds a Master’s degree from the University of 
Calgary. He also earned a Bachelor of Physical Edu-
cation and a Bachelor of Education, both with hon-
ours from the University of Manitoba. 

Follow TheFever 
on FACEBOOK 

at  
Bruce Thomas  Fever News 
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Check with Bigstone Community Wellness 
for other offerings of help for dealing 

with substance abuse for yourself 
or for family members and friends!
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Eclipses, Japanese waves, and more in St. Theresa art
Pearl Lorentzen

Lakeside Leader

Kindergarten to
Grade 6 students at St.
Theresa school in
Wabasca have been
making art as part of
their learning.

Some of the art is
seasonal - such as win-
ter, Leprechauns, and
Easter bunnies.

At least one is celes-
tial, with Grade 3 stu-
dents drawing pictures
of the April 8 solar
eclipse. Other classes
explored Japanese art,
self-portraits, and na-
ture.

Kindergarten students made these fish.

Grade 2 students made these Easter bunnies.

One of the St. Theresa teachers is from Japan. He
taught his Grade 3 class about Japanese art, which
was the inspiration for these works.

Grade 5 students painted these Leprechauns,
likely for St. Patrick’s Day in March.

Grade 4 students drew these winter scenes.

Above: Grade 5 students drew these self portraits.
Right: Grade 6 students collected and displayed these leaves, sticks,
spruce cones, and other pieces found in the woods. The theme of this art is
things you can find in the forest.

Right: Grade 3 stu-
dents drew these solar
eclipses. The solar
eclipse on April 8 was
full in eastern Canada
and partial in Alberta.
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May 2024 

Board Meeting Highlights  
April 19, 2024 
 

 

2024-

The Board of Trustees approved the 2024-2025 School Year 
Calendar. On an annual basis, the Board has the responsibility to 
set the school division calendar as set out in Section 60 of the 
Education Act. The calendar outlines operational days, professional 
learning dates for staff and holiday breaks. The first day of school 
for students is after the Labour Day weekend on Tuesday, 
September 3, 2024. To access a PDF copy of the calendar, click on 
the website link: https://www.nsd61.ca/download/447058.  

 

 

 

Tri-Annual Report #2 for 2023-2024 presented to the Board

Superintendent of Schools/CEO Cal Johnson presented the 
second Tri-Annual Report for the 2023-2024 school year to the 
Board of Trustees. This report showcases significant strides in 
achieving the Northland School Division's key priorities.  
 
1. Excellence in Learning 
2. Excellence in Leadership 
3. Excellence in Relationships 
 
To view the entire Tri-Annual Report, click on the website link to 
view the full Tri-Annual Report 
https://www.nsd61.ca/download/447069.  
 
 
To view the Board Highlights in more detail visit 
https://www.nsd61.ca/about-us/division-news/post/november-
board-highlights.  
 
 

The next Regular Board Meeting is Saturday, May 11, 2024.    
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Two NSD students selected as Honouring Spirit: Indigenous Student Award Recipients 

For immediate release – April 17, 2024 

 
We are thrilled to announce that two Northland School 
Division (NSD) students have been selected as recipients 
of the 2024 Honouring Spirit: Indigenous Student Award! 
The recipients are Rodney Lalonde from Hillview School 
and Amelia Savill from Anzac Community School!  
 
“On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I am very pleased to 
congratulate Rodney and Amelia on receiving such a 
prestigious award,” said Robin Guild, Board Chair. “To be 
selected among a number of students from across the 

province is a remarkable achievement. The Board is so proud of both of you.” 
 
“This award recognizes students for characteristics such as embracing their culture, modeling leadership 
skills and demonstrating kindness towards others,” said Cal Johnson, Superintendent of Schools/CEO. “In 
getting to know Rodney and Amelia, there’s no question they demonstrate these special qualities and 
are worthy recipients of this award. Congratulations Rodney and Amelia!”   
 

• Rodney Lalonde, Grade 6, Hillview School 

RJ, as family and friends call him, attends school each day with a smile on his face and a cheerful greeting 
for everyone he encounters. He has a love for learning and is happy to share his experiences and ideas 
surrounding hunting, foraging and spending time outdoors. Rodney is also teaching himself coding skills 
and is collaborating with classmates on a series of comics. During the fall of 2023, he represented his 
school at a Northland School Division Board of Trustees meeting in Edmonton where he promoted the 
needs and voices of fellow students. During land-based learning experiences with local knowledge 
keepers, RJ is always excited to share with them who he is, what family he belongs to and that he is a 
member of the Driftpile Cree Nation.  
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• Amelia Savill, Grade 3, Anzac Community School 

Amelia is a very determined, caring, driven young girl. Amelia never gives up and works hard to do her 
best at anything she is part of. She is proud of her culture and loves sharing her knowledge and 
experiences with others. Amelia takes part in many cultural activities with her family, from hunting and 
trapping, to berry picking and bannock making, to beading and sewing ribbon skirts. Amelia loves her 
Cree class and was part of a group who sang O Canada in Cree at the Northland Games last year. She is 
very thoughtful about how her actions affect others. She chooses kindness and supports others. 

The Honouring Spirit: Indigenous Student Award categories are divided into three regions: North, 
Central and South. In each region, awards are divided into the following grade categories: 

• Kindergarten to Grade 3; 

• Grades 4 to 6; 

• Grades 7 to 9; 

• And, Grades 10-12.  

In total, 12 students received an Honouring Spirit: Indigenous Student Award. Each award recipient was 
presented with:  

• An award certificate and congratulatory letter;   

• A unique hand-crafted Star Blanket;  

• A one-time scholarship, sponsored by Keyera. Keyera, a proud sponsor of the 2022-2026 awards, 
provided a $2,500 scholarship to each recipient to acknowledge their achievements and support their 
educational journeys.  

For more information, please visit the Alberta School Boards Association website: 
https://www.asba.ab.ca/backgrounder-2024-honouring-spirit-indigenous-student-award-recipients/.  
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