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Early Child Development Mapping

 The Early Child Development (ECD) Mapping 
Initiative, led by Alberta Education, is a five year 
research and community development activity that 
includes the implementation of the Early 
Development Instrument (EDI) in Kindergarten 
classes across the province.  The initiative will help 
Albertans to better understand how their young 
children are doing and to work together to support 
their healthy development.



Early Child Development Mapping
 The EDI was completed by teachers for all children in 

Kindergarten classes across the province. Students 
who have been identified with a Special Education 
code are pulled out.

 The Early Development Instrument was designed to 
measure children's developmental outcomes during 
their early years before school, as they influence their 
readiness to learn at school.



Early Child Development Mapping
The Early Development Instrument (EDI) measures children’s 
development health at school entry by asking questions covering five 
different areas of their early development:

 Physical health and well being

 Social competence

 Emotional maturity

 Language and cognitive development

 Communication skills and general knowledge 



Early Child Development Mapping
Physical Health and Well Being-

• gross and fine motor  (skills-e.g., holding a pencil, 
running on the playground)

• motor coordination

• adequate energy levels for classroom activities.



Early Child Development Mapping
Social Competence-

 curiosity about the world

 eagerness to try new experiences

 knowledge of standards of acceptable behaviour in a 
public place

 ability to control own behaviour

 cooperation with others

 following rules

 ability to play and work with other children.



Early Child Development Mapping
Emotional Maturity-

 ability to reflect before acting

 balance between being too fearful or too impulsive

 ability to deal with feelings at the appropriate level 

 empathetic responses to other people’s feelings.



Early Child Development Mapping
Language and Cognitive Development

 reading awareness

 age-appropriate reading, writing and numeracy skills 
(including manipulatives such as board games)

 ability to understand similarities and differences

 ability to recite back specific pieces of information from 
memory.



Early Child Development Mapping
Communication Skills and General Knowledge

 The ability to communicate needs and wants in 
socially-appropriate ways

 Symbolic use of language, story-telling, and age-
appropriate knowledge about the life and world 
around them.



Early Child Development Mapping
Results are interpreted for groups of children. EDI 

 does not provide diagnostic information on individual 
children,

 nor is it designed to measure an individual school’s 
performance.



Early Child Development Mapping

The results provide a generic snapshot of how children 
are doing.  This can assist in mobilizing community, 
local, jurisdictional, regional, provincial, federal, and 
industry resources to support children’s development in 
their first five years of life.
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Early Child Development Mapping
What do the results mean for Northland Students?

 Screening of children in spring for Early Entry

 Students need to have access to early interventions –
Head-Start, Early entry into ECS as a PUF student.

 Programming for these student should be experiential 
play-based learning and focus on oral language, self-
regulation routines, and social development.



Early Child Development Mapping
What do the results mean for Northland Students?

 Programming needs to focus on where the students are 
at, and build from that point.

 Implementing the Early Years Evaluation Tool (EYE) 
will give the teachers diagnostic and ongoing 
formative information on the level that the students 
are currently working at. 



Early Year Development Mapping

Questions








































































































































































































































































































